Gamida Cell Presents Additional Positive Data of NiCord® in Blood Cancer Patients at EBMT 2016
April 6, 2016
Data demonstrate rapid engraftment, reduced bacterial infections and shortened hospitalization
Jerusalem, Israel and Valencia Spain, April 5, 2016 — Gamida Cell, a leader in cellular and immune therapies for the treatment of cancer and orphan
genetic diseases, announced today additional positive results with the use of NiCord®, an experimental treatment for patients with high-risk blood
cancers. The data was presented today in an oral session titled Transplantation of Ex vivo Expanded Umbilical Cord Blood (NiCord®) Results in
Decreased Infection Burden and Hospital Length of Stay in the First 100 Days by Sarah Anand, MD and Mitchell Horwitz, MD, both from the Duke
University School of Medicine and the Duke Cancer Institute, at the 42nd Annual Meeting of the European Society for Blood and Marrow
Transplantation (EBMT) in Valencia, Spain.
The analysis compared 18 patients with high risk hematological malignancies transplanted with NiCord to a control group of 101 similar patients
transplanted with standard umbilical cord blood (UCB), following myeloablative conditioning. All of the patients were transplanted at the Duke Cancer
Institute.
Dr. Horwitz said, “We saw a significant reduction in serious bacterial infections during the first 100 days in the NiCord group. This is encouraging
because this type of infection is a major cause of early death following UCB transplantation. We also saw a significant reduction in hospitalization time
in the NiCord group, indicating a faster recovery of these patients in comparison to those transplanted with standard umbilical cord blood. These
results demonstrate that the rapid hematopoietic recovery from NiCord transplantation results in clinical benefit, in comparison to similar site controls.”
The results showed a statistically significant improvement (p<.001) in time to engraftment in NiCord patients of 12.5 days (95% CI 10-18) versus 27
days (95% CI 23-28) in the control group. Patients transplanted with NiCord also had a significantly lower frequency of grade 2-3 bacterial infections in
comparison to the standard UCB patients, 22% vs. 54%, respectively (p=.015). And, during the first 100 days post-transplantation, patients
transplanted with NiCord spent a median of 74 days alive and out of the hospital, significantly better than median 53 days (p=0.002) in patients
transplanted with standard umbilical cord blood.
Gamida Cell president and CEO Dr. Yael Margolin said, “These data, in addition to the top line data from the Phase 1/2 study released in December
2015, define the potential clinical benefit of using NiCord as a graft source. We hope to further confirm these findings and establish the clinical benefit
of NiCord in the upcoming randomized controlled Phase 3 registration study. Ultimately, we believe that NiCord can broaden the accessibility of
transplantation to practically all patients in need.”
About Gamida Cell
Gamida Cell is a world leader in cellular and immune therapies for the treatment of cancer and orphan genetic diseases. The company’s pipeline of
products are in development to treat a wide range of conditions including cancer, genetic hematological diseases such as sickle cell disease and
thalassemia, bone marrow failure syndromes such as aplastic anemia, genetic metabolic diseases and refractory autoimmune diseases. Gamida
Cell’s current shareholders include: Novartis, Elbit Imaging, Clal Biotechnology Industries, Israel Healthcare Venture, Teva Pharmaceutical Industries,
Denali Ventures and Auriga Ventures. For more information please visit gamida-cell.com.
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